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What is EViews? 

• EViews is an easy-to-use statistical, econometric, and economic 

modeling package.

• There are three ways to work in EViews:

• Graphical user interface (using mouse and menus/dialogs).

• Single commands (using the command window).

• Program files (commands assembled in a script executed in batch mode).
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EViews Desktop Details 
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Main Menu

Path/directory Database Workfile

Note: Path/Database/Workfile

can be changed by double-clicking in each.



EViews Workfile and Objects

• EViews does NOT open up with a “blank” generic document 

(unlike Word ®, Excel ®, etc.).

• EViews documents (aka “workfiles”) need to be created and are 

not generic (they will contain information about your data, etc.).

• EViews is an “object”- oriented program. Objects are collections 

of information related to a particular analysis (series, groups, 

equations, graphs, tables).

• Workfiles are holders of these “objects”.
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Object Types
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Series, Groups 

and Equations 

are the most 

common objects 

in EViews.



EViews Workfile
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Workfile title bar

Workfile: 

 Contains at least one 

page 

 Each page contains a 

list of objects on that 

page

Workfile tool bar

Workfile Window



EViews Workfile (cont’d)
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Name of the workfile 

(Tutorial1_results in this example) 
Structure of the workfile

 The data in this example 

is dated and has 

quarterly frequency 

covering the period from 

1980 to 2012. 

 Range: shows the entire 

range of the data in the 

workfile. Here the range 

is from Q1 1980 to Q4 

2012

 Sample: This is the part of data we are 

currently working with. In this example, the 

sample runs from Q1 1992 to Q4 2001.



EViews Workfile and Objects
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• This screenshot shows a list of 

Objects in the workfile.

• It is color-coded by Object type:

 Yellow icons are data objects

 Blue icons are estimation objects

 Green icons are view objects 

(tables, graphs, etc…)

• Double clicking on one of these 

Object icons will open it up.

• Each Object has its own menu.

• Once an object is open, the menus 

in EViews change to represent the 

features available for that object.



EViews Workfile and Objects (cont’d)
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• EViews 8 provides you with a 

more detailed look of the objects in 

your workfile. 

• For the “Details” view, Click on 

View → Details +/- on the workfile 

toolbar (or double click the             

button on the workfile toolbar). 

• The view changes as shown here. 

• Each object now has a separate 

column in the details view.

• You may sort the objects by an 

attribute (Name, Type, etc.) by 

clicking on the column header. 

• You can also resize or drag the 

columns which allows you to alter 

their position and width. 



The Object Window 
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Main menu

Workfile Toolbar

Object Toolbar

(in this example, 

equation toolbar)

Object Window

(in this example, 

equation window)



The Series Object 
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• This is the main data 

object. 

• gdp - has a yellow 

icon with a little line graph 

in it.

• It contains one column of 

data.

• Opening a series will 

reveal a spreadsheet 

view with a single column 

showing the data in the 

series.  



The Series Object (cont’d) 
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To open a Series

1. Double click on the series.

2. Once a series is open, you can click on View and Proc menus in the workfile to see 

available actions. Since a Series is a single column of data, only actions for a single 

column of data are available (views and tests).



The Group Object 
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• This is a collection of 

series objects.     

• group01 - has a yellow 

icon with a capital G.

• It contains multiple 

columns of data.

• Opening a group will 

display a spreadsheet view 

with multiple columns 

showing the data in each 

series in the group.  



The Group Object (cont’d)
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To open a Group

1. Double click on       .

2. Once a Group is open, you can click on View and Proc menus to see available actions.

Actions that require multiple columns of data are now available (views and tests).



The Equation Object 
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• This is a single equation 

estimation object.

• eq01  -- has a blue icon 

with an equal (=) sign.

• This is the main estimation 

object in EViews.

• Opening an equation will 

reveal the main results of the 

estimation.



The Equation Object (cont’d)
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To open an Equation Object

1. Double click on         .

2. Once an Equation is open, you can click on View and Proc menus to see available 

actions. Some of the items in the View and Proc menus will depend on the type of 

Equation that was estimated.



Views Objects  
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• These objects hold 
“views” of data or 
estimation objects.

• graph01 - has a 
green icon.

• It is used to “freeze” a 
view of another object in 
time.

To create this view

1. Press the Freeze button 

on another object (gdp

series, for example).

2. Use the Name button to 

save it in the workfile.

3. Click OK. 



Commands 

• The command pane provides a scrollable record of the commands typed.

• You can scroll up to view previously executed commands.

• If you hit Enter in any previous lines, EViews will copy the line where the 

cursor is and execute that command again.
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Commands (cont’d)

• To recall a list of previous commands in the order in which they were entered 

use “CTRL+UP”. The last command in the list will display in the command 

window.

• Hold down the CTRL key  and press UP arrow to display previous commands.

• For a record of the last 30 commands, press “CTRL+J”.
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Exercise #1

• Open the Excel file EViewsLab_data.xls, we will be working with 

the “Macro” sheet

• Create a new Workfile for today’s workshop



Importing Data

•Copy/Past Method
1. Open new “Empty Group”

• Quick → Empty Group

• Click on Cell 1 and press the “Up” arrow on keyboard

→

2. Open Excel
• Make sure variable names are one constant “String” (no 

spaces!)

• Troubleshoot for other problems

3. Copy Data

4. Paste into Eviews Cell 1 



Exercise #2

• Import data Series from Excel sheet 1: Macro



Importing Data

• Import Directly
1. Count the number of variables and CLOSE Excel file
2. Proc →Import →Read Text-Locus-File
3. Browse for Excel file
4.



Exercise #3

• Create a new page in the Workfile for the unstructured data in the 

“Micro” sheet

• Import, directly, the data from the “Micro” sheet 



Descriptive Statistics

•Group

• Stores select series together

• Object → New Object → Group → Select Series → 

Name

•Descriptive Statistics

• When group spreadsheet is open:

• View → Descriptive Statistics → Common Sample

→ Correlogram



Exercise #3

• Create a group for you INDEPENDENT variables (hint: 
consumption is your dependent variable)

• Find the Standard Deviation for each variable

• Run a correlation matrix of independent variables to determine if 
you might have multicolinearity (hint: look if off-diagonal absolute 
values are bigger than 0.5)



•Create a new Equation

• In your Workfile:

• Object → New Object → Equation 

Separated by spaces: *Dependent variable  
*Constant, c      *Independent variables       (or 
Group)

Regressions

Sample Range

Type of Regression



• Output

• Name = Save to Workfile

Regression Tests & Fixes

Estimate: Modify Regression

This View

Useful to Create Model

To Run Tests

Regression Summary

Coefficient  Summary

Statistics

SAVE!



• Looking at Residuals

– In Equation View:

– View → Actual, Fitted, Residual → Actual, Fitted, Residual Table

• Plotting Resid Vs. Fitted Values

– Generate fitted values

– In Equation View: “Forecast” → OK (is named “variable”f)

– In Workfile: Object → New Object → Graph 

• Graph: resid “variable”f

• Options → Type → Scatter

Regression Tests & Fixes



• Heteroskedasticity

– In Equation View:

– View → Residual Tests → White Heteroskedasticity (no cross)

– Look at Chi-square value 
from a table 
(want a small value)

– Fix: Click on “Estimate”
• Click on “Options” → check box for “Heteroskedasticity consistent 

coefficient covarariance” → OK

Regression Tests & Fixes



• Normality

– View → Residual Tests → Histogram-Normality Test

– Look at Jarque-Bera stat

– Fix: Depending on skew, you can adjust variables (ex: 
square, log, etc) or add/delete variables

Regression Tests & Fixes



•Correlation & Multicolinearity

• Create Correlation Matrix:

• Quick → Group Statistics → Correlations

• Off-diagonal values should be less than 0.5

• Fix: Talk to your advisor

Regression Tests & Fixes



Exercise #4

• Plot fitted values vs. residuals

• Check for Heteroskedasticity and fix if necessary

• Check for Multicolinearity

• Check for Normality



Changing/Creating Variables

• Edit Mode

– In Spreadsheet: Toggle “Edit+/-”

– CAREFUL! No “undo”

• Generate new variable

– In Workfile:

• Click on “Genr”

• Enter equation:

“new variable name” = equation

• Regular math function keys

• Lag: variable(-1)
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