	Topic
	Lesson 6. Argumentative essay.

	Objectives
	To let students practice writing an argument and distinguish it from the fact


	Lesson plan
	Activity 1 Homework check – 15 min.

Ask students  to discuss the essays they have written at home in groups

Activity 2 Argumentative essay. Discussion – 15 min.

Elicit from students the following questions:
1. What is an argument?

2. What is an opinion? (Tell that in the second semester they will write  argumentative essays of different types)

3. What is the purpose of an argumentative essay?

4. What is evidence?

5. What does the thesis statement in an argumentative essay explain?

6. How is an argumentative essay organized?

NB for teachers: Refer to http://www.eslflow.com/acargumentativessay.html
Activity 3  Argumentative essay discussion – 10 min.

· Ask students to read the essay on p.99 in College Writing course book
· Let students work in groups to discuss how the essay is organized (it has 5 body paragraphs, tell that they are supposed to write 3 paragraph body)

· Pay students’ attention to  arguments, evidence, and linking words
Activity 4 Outlining the first draft – 30 min.

· Tell students that they will write an argumentative essay (250-300 words)  and the next lesson they should bring the first draft of it for  evaluation

· Let students select one of the topics below (you may make one copy with the list of topics for a group)

· Tell that they will start writing the outline for their essay in class and will continue at home

· Walk around the class to help students to start outlining their essays

1. Technology has made the world a better place to live. 

2. Modern technology is creating a single world culture. 

3. Classmates are a more important influence than parents on a child’s success in school. 

4. Grades (marks) encourage students to learn. 

5. A person’s childhood years (the time from birth to twelve years of age) are the most important years of a person’s life. 

6. High schools should allow students to study the courses that students want to study. 

7. It is better to be a member of a group than to be the leader of a group. 

8. Exams are not useful.

Homework
Students should bring the first draft of their essay

	Teaching methodology
	Methods 

· Brainstorming

· Discussion

· Mapping 

Form

Group-work, team-work, pair-work 

Resources

Course Book, blackboard

Teaching techniques

· Facilitation

· Elicitation

· Presentation 
Informal assessment

Questioning, summarizing 

Assessment 

2 points



	Outcomes
	By the end of the lesson students will be able to:
· Define terminologies to describe an argument, to argue, argument, refutation, rebuttal, etc
· Differentiate different essays with argumentative essay

· Analyse argumentative essay and identify components (thesis statement, topic sentence, introduction, main paragraphs, counter paragraph, and conclusion, supporting sentences etc.)

· Organize an argumentative essay

	Reflection
	


Teacher’s Notes for Lesson 6
ARGUMENTATIVE  ESSAY

Argue: v. 1. to persuade someone to do or not do something.

2. to give the reasons for your opinion, idea, belief, etc.

Argumentative: adj. someone who is argumentative often argues or like arguing.

Argument: n.  a set of reasons that show that something is true or untrue, right or wrong etc.

When you have an opinion and try to convince your listener or reader to accept your opinion, you are agreeing with or disagreeing with something. For example: In an everyday situation, you may try to convince a friend to go somewhere or in a composition or speech class, the instructor may make an assignment in which you must support or oppose the use of nuclear energy to produce electricity. If you agree or disagree on an issue, you will want your reader or listener to accept your point of view.

There are a few types of argumentative compositions such as:

1. Advantages and disadvantages

2. Expressing opinions/providing solutions to problems

3. Expressing arguments for and against a topic

4. Compare and contrast something or somebody

PURPOSE of ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAYS

An argument follows when two groups disagree about something. People can have different opinions and can offer reasons in support of their arguments. However, sometimes it might be difficult to convince the other group, therefore, the argument  should be based on an opinion that can be supported by evidence such as facts.

 Thesis Statement in Argumentative Essays

The argumentative thesis takes a side of an issue; frequently it proposes an approach of action which is often  expressed with the modal should.
In the argument concerning the nuclear power plant, the thesis for a paper on this topic might be:

“Governments should ban further construction of nuclear power plants.”

Someone else might argue:

“The U.S. should continue building nuclear power plants.”
PLANNING/ORGANIZING THE ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY

When you are planning the argumentative essay, be aware that the essay should contain the following characteristics:

1. The argumentative essay should introduce and explain the issue or case. The reader needs to understand what the issue is going to being argue.

2. The essay should offer reasons and support for those reasons. In other words, the essay should prove its point.

3. The essay should refute opposing arguments. (refute: to prove wrong by argument or to show that something is invalid/untrue/illogical)

OUTLINE of an ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY

Introduction

Introduction: Background about the topic
Thesis statement: …..

BODY
I. Pro(for/in support of) argument
II. Pro(for/in support of) argument
III. Con (against/negative):  (Counter/oppose arguments and your refutation) (This paragraph is recommended but often avoided in samples)

Conclusion
Summary, solution, prediction, or recommendation
From http://www.eslflow.com/acargumentativessay.html
Teaching methods 
Brainstorming 

Description: Technique of creative thinking in which group members think about a problem or topic and express their ideas. 

When Used: To get new ideas and release individual potential in thinking about ideas. 

Procedure: The facilitator and members of the planning group select suitable problems or questions on the topic selected by the entire group. The leader explains to the group the meaning of brainstorming and the following rules: critical judgments are ruled out; criticism is to be applied late; a large quantity of ideas is wanted; the more ideas generated, the better the chance of obtaining good ones; free wheeling is welcomed; the wilder the idea the better, since it is easier to tame them down than to pump them up; and hitchhiking is legitimate, if you can improve someone else's idea. A recorder lists the ideas. As a follow-up, a copy of the list of ideas is distributed to group members before the next meeting in order to generate more structured discussions.
Elicit from students the following questions:
1. What is an argument?

2. What is an opinion? (Tell that in the second semester they will write  argumentative essays of different types)

3. What is the purpose of an argumentative essay?

4. What is evidence?

5. What does the thesis statement in an argumentative essay explain?

6. How is an argumentative essay organized?

For answers see Teacher’s Notes with the extract from http://www.eslflow.com/acargumentativessay.html
