	Topic
	Lesson 10 Problem – Solution Essay

	Aims
	1. Cognitive (обучающая)  

Ss will be aware of:
2. Affective (attitudinal) (воспитательная)

· to take responsibility for the group performance

· to share own opinions and listen to others

3.Performance (развивающая) 

to develop students’  speaking, reading, listening and writing skills

	Objectives
	To let students:

· develop their activity to work in teams and in pairs

· practice fluency 



	Lesson plan
	Activity 1 Second draft evaluation – 15-20 min.

· Let students share their second drafts with their peers’
· Walk around to make your comments

Activity 2 Problem Solution essay – 15 min.

· Ask students how they would write about a problem
· Let them do “7 steps” exercise

· Give handout with an essay sample (“Water shortage”)

· Let them discuss the essay in groups
Activity 3  Vocabulary 10 min.

Let students do vocabulary exercise
Activity 4  Ideas for an essay – 20 min.

· Let students discuss one of the problems and brainstorm ideas for the first draft (you can ask students to discuss different ideas in small groups)

· Write ideas on the board in random order

· Tell them that they will write the introduction for the first draft and continue writing at home
Homework
Students will bring first draft 

	Teaching methodology
	Methods 

· Brainstorming

· Discussion

· Mapping 

Form

Group-work, team-work, pair-work 

Resources

Course Book, blackboard

Teaching techniques

· Facilitation

· Elicitation

· Presentation 
Informal assessment

Questioning, summarizing 

Assessment 

2 points



	Outcomes
	By the end of the lesson students will be able to:
· Structure the problem and solution essay
· Write a thesis statement for this type of essay

· Follow seven steps to produce an essay

· Use vocabulary for problem solution essay

	Reflection
	


Brainstorming 

Description: Technique of creative thinking in which group members think about a problem or topic and express their ideas. 

When Used: To get new ideas and release individual potential in thinking about ideas. 

Procedure: The facilitator and members of the planning group select suitable problems or questions on the topic selected by the entire group. The leader explains to the group the meaning of brainstorming and the following rules: critical judgments are ruled out; criticism is to be applied late; a large quantity of ideas is wanted; the more ideas generated, the better the chance of obtaining good ones; free wheeling is welcomed; the wilder the idea the better, since it is easier to tame them down than to pump them up; and hitchhiking is legitimate, if you can improve someone else's idea. A recorder lists the ideas. As a follow-up, a copy of the list of ideas is distributed to group members before the next meeting in order to generate more structured discussions. 

· Let students discuss one of the problems and brainstorm ideas for the first draft (you can ask students to discuss different ideas in small groups)

· Write ideas on the board in random order

· Tell them that they will write the introduction for the first draft and continue writing at home
Problem-solution essays: seven steps

Below are seven steps you should follow for writing a problem-solution essay. They are NOT in order. Number them from 1, first, to 7, last.

#______  In the last paragraph, evaluate your possible solutions and make a general comment.

#______  Study the question carefully; take a few minutes to write down all the problems and solutions that you can think of.

#______ Start a new paragraph for the solutions. Introduce it with a topic sentence such as Now I will outline some possible solutions or Although there are many problems, there are also some solutions. For your main points, use expressions such as a) One solution is (that) … b) Another possibility is (that) … c) A final alternative is (that) …

#______ Choose strong main points: three (or more) problems and supporting details (extra information) and three or more solutions and supporting details (extra information). The problems and solutions should be connected (don't write a solution for a problem that you didn't mention).
#______ Check your essay again (e.g. spelling, grammar). Have you written 4 paragraphs? Have you reached the 250 word count?
#______ Start a new paragraph for the problems. You may wish to introduce it with a topic sentence such as There are many problems with (global warming). For your main points, use expressions such as a) One problem is (that) … b) Another issue is (that) … c) A final difficulty is (that) …

#______ Start your essay with a general introduction: this can be one or two sentences. After that, identify the problem. You may wish to write a thesis statement: Below I will outline some problems and solutions connected with (global warming).

Problem-solution essays: seven steps (key)

Below are seven steps you should follow for writing a problem-solution essay. They are NOT in order. Number them from 1, first, to 7, last.

#___6___  In the last paragraph, evaluate your possible solutions and make a general comment.

#___1___  Study the question carefully; take a few minutes to write down all the problems and solutions that you can think of.

#___5___ Start a new paragraph for the solutions. Introduce it with a topic sentence such as Now I will outline some possible solutions or Although there are many problems, there are also some solutions. For your main points, use expressions such as a) One solution is (that) … b) Another possibility is (that) … c) A final alternative is (that) …

#___2___ Choose strong main points: three (or more) problems and supporting details (extra information) and three or more solutions and supporting details (extra information). The problems and solutions should be connected (don't write a solution for a problem that you didn't mention).
#__7___ Check your essay again (e.g. spelling, grammar). Have you written 4 paragraphs? Have you reached the 250 word count?
#___4___ Start a new paragraph for the problems. You may wish to introduce it with a topic sentence such as "There are many problems with (global warming)."  For your main points, use expressions such as a) One problem is (that) … b) Another issue is (that) … c) A final difficulty is (that) …

#___3___ Start your essay with a general introduction: this can be one or two sentences. After that, identify the problem. You may wish to write a thesis statement: Below I will outline some problems and solutions connected with (global warming).

http://www.admc.hct.ac.ae/hd1/english/probsoln/index.htm

Useful Vocabulary for Problem-solution essays

Listen to your teacher say 10 words.

Write a) the word b) the part of speech (noun, verb, adjective, adverb) c) its meaning.

	word
	part of speech
	meaning

	1
	
	

	2
	
	

	3
	
	

	4
	
	

	5
	
	

	6
	
	

	7
	
	

	8
	
	

	9
	
	

	10
	
	


Useful Vocabulary for Problem-solution essays (key)
Listen to your teacher say 10 words.

Write a) the word b) the part of speech (noun, verb, adjective, adverb) c) its meaning.

	word
	part of speech
	meaning

	1 crisis
	noun
	serious problem

	2 impact
	noun, verb
	Influence, effect

	3 solve
	verb
	work out, resolve

	4 predicament
	noun
	trouble, problem

	5 effect
	verb, noun
	cause

	6 disturbing
	adjective
	shocking, troubling

	7 seriously
	adverb
	really

	8 adverse
	adjective
	negative, bad

	9 alternative
	adjective, noun
	other/ choice (way)

	10 conclusion
	noun
	ending


Vocabulary tic-tac-toe. Work with a partner to fill in the missing words below. Tell your partner a) the location b) the part of speech and c) the meaning of the words on your paper. Do NOT tell him/her the words themselves! After you've finished, compare papers.
	?
	1
	2
	3

	A


	crisis
	
	adverse

	B


	
	solve
	

	C


	
	
	seriously


Vocabulary tic-tac-toe. Work with a partner to fill in the missing words below. Tell your partner a) the location b) the part of speech and c) the meaning of the words on your paper. Do NOT tell him/her the words themselves! After you've finished, compare papers.
	?
	1
	2
	3

	A


	
	predicament
	

	B


	alternative
	
	effect

	C


	conclusion
	impact
	


Organization/example essay            April 2017
Problem/solution essays

Length   250 words

Time      45 minutes

· How to write a problem/solution essay

· Write 4 paragraphs

· Paragraph 1         Introduce the topic

· Paragraph 2         Identify the reasons for the problems and

                                Give examples        

· Paragraph 3         Suggest possible solutions with examples

· Paragraph 4         Conclusion: summarize in 2 sentences

Now read the example ‘Water shortage is becoming a problem in the Middle East’.

Now answer these questions:

1
What are the main reasons for the water shortage?

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2 What are the four possible solutions mentioned?

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

“Water shortage is becoming a problem for the Middle East.” Discuss this problem and suggest some solutions.”


We need water to live. When there is a water shortage, there is a serious problem. This problem is now facing many countries in the Middle East.


The main reason for this problem is the growing population in the region. This means there are more demands on the water supply. For example, more land is used to supply food and so more water is needed for irrigation. Some of this water comes from desalination plants, but some comes from underground reserves. These resources are difficult to replace, as little rain falls in this region. An additional problem is water pollution. With increased industrialisation comes the increased use of chemicals. Another reason for water shortage is that as countries become richer people use more and more in their homes. For instance, people like to bath or shower every day.


One solution is to make more water available. This can be done by building more desalination plants. However, this is very expensive and some countries could not afford to do this. Another possibility is to educate people so they do not waste water. Another solution is to protect existing water supplies like underground supplies and take steps to prevent them becoming polluted. Also, recycled water could be used for irrigating farms.


These are some ideas to help solve the problem. Saying that, it is essential that everyone must become involved, including governments, if a lasting solution is going to be found. Otherwise, the problem could become a disaster.

246 words

