	Topic
	Lesson 13 Compare – Contrast Essay

	Objectives
	To help t students organize ideas in a compare-contrast essay.


	Lesson plan
	Activity 1 Homework check (can be optional)
· Let students evaluate their peers’ essays

· Ask one of the students to read their essay 

Activity 2 Compare – contrast essay

· Ask students how they would outline a compare –contrast essay. Write ideas on the board (you can refer to the College Writing textbook, the unit about compare/contrast paragraph)
· Ask students to choose two objects/ issues/concepts etc. to compare and brainstorm ideas in small groups

· Ask a volunteer group to write the ideas on the b/board in two columns (similarities/differences)
· Let groups discuss how they would  outline the compare- contrast essay 
· Ask students to start writing the first draft

Homework
Students will write the first draft (Essay Practice): directions given as a pdf (attached): four steps to follow

	Learning Outcomes
	By the end of the lesson, students will be able to 

· Outline a compare-contrast essay

· Edit a comparison essay

· Organize their essay in terms of similarities and differences

· Analyze an example essay in terms of introduction, body paragraphs, conclusion, thesis statement, topic sentences, and supporting sentences



	Reflection
	


Teaching methods
Buzz Groups 

Description: Allows total participation by group members through small subgroups of participants, followed by discussion among the entire group. 

When Used: Use in conjunction with other group methods when participation from every group member is desired. 

Procedure: Prepare one or two questions on the topic to give to each group. Divide the members into small subgroups of four to six individuals. A leader is chosen in each subgroup to record and report pertinent ideas to the whole group. 

Brainstorming 

Description: Technique of creative thinking in which group members think about a problem or topic and express their ideas. 

When Used: To get new ideas and release individual potential in thinking about ideas. 

Procedure: The facilitator and members of the planning group select suitable problems or questions on the topic selected by the entire group. The leader explains to the group the meaning of brainstorming and the following rules: critical judgments are ruled out; criticism is to be applied late; a large quantity of ideas is wanted; the more ideas generated, the better the chance of obtaining good ones; free wheeling is welcomed; the wilder the idea the better, since it is easier to tame them down than to pump them up; and hitchhiking is legitimate, if you can improve someone else's idea. A recorder lists the ideas. As a follow-up, a copy of the list of ideas is distributed to group members before the next meeting in order to generate more structured discussions. 

· Ask students how they would outline a compare –contrast essay. Write ideas on the board

· Tell them about Venn diagram as a method to brainstorm ideas. Draw on the b/board circles

· Ask students to choose two object to compare and brainstorm ideas in small groups

· Ask groups to compare their ideas

Example Compare and contrast essay

There have been many advances in technology over the past fifty years. These have revolutionized the way we communicate with people who are far away. Compare and contrast methods of communication used today with those which were used in the past. 
Before the advent of computers and modern technology, people communicating over long distances used traditional means such as letters and the telephone. Nowadays we have a vast array of communication tools which can complete this task, ranging from email to instant messaging and video calls. While the present and previous means of communication are similar in their general form, they differ in regard to their speed and the range of tools available. 

One similarity between current and previous methods of communication relates to the form of communication. In the past, both written forms such as letters were frequently used, in addition to oral forms such as telephone calls. Similarly, people nowadays use both of these forms. Just as in the past, written forms of communication are prevalent, for example via email and text messaging. In addition, oral forms are still used, including the telephone, mobile phone, and voice messages via instant messaging services. 

However, there are clearly many differences in the way we communicate over long distances, the most notable of which is speed. This is most evident in relation to written forms of communication. In the past, letters would take days to arrive at their destination. In contrast, an email arrives almost instantaneously and can be read seconds after it was sent. In the past, if it was necessary to send a short message, for example at work, a memo could be passed around the office, which would take some time to circulate. This is different from the current situation, in which a text message can be sent immediately. 

Another significant difference is the range of communication methods. Fifty years ago, the tools available for communicating over long distances were primarily the telephone and the letter.By comparison, there are a vast array of communication methods available today. These include not only the telephone, letter, email and text messages already mentioned, but also video conferences via software such as Skype or mobile phone apps such as Wechat, and social media such as Facebook and Twitter. 

In conclusion, methods of communication have greatly advanced over the past fifty years. While there are some similarities, such as the forms of communication, there are significant differences, chiefly in relation to the speed of communication and the range of communication tools available. There is no doubt that technology will continue to progress in future, and the advanced tools which we use today may one day also become outdated.
