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	1. Please mention some reasons why people might be reluctant to communicate with people who have a different linguistic and cultural background?
Answer: 
1. Feeling embarrassed because you are not proficient in using the language used by others.
2. There is no desire to build a relationship.
3. It is tiring to speak in a second language.

2. Do you think it is useful to have some understanding of the historical development of the study of language and intercultural communication? Why?
Answer:
Yes, it is useful. I can know the things that must be prepared and studied when I will go out of town or country where of course I will interact with foreign people. Understanding the history and development of the study of language and communication also adds to my insight to behave and respond verbally and non-verbally in an appropriate and effective way.

3. Do you think you are different in the communication style from other people around you? Please describe your style of communication. Does it vary depending on the context? If yes, how? How might this knowledge enhance your intercultural interactions?
Answer:
Yes, my communication style is different from others. I have a different accent from other people even though we speak the same language. Apart from accent, I also differentiate my way of communicating depending on the context in which I speak. I am a lecturer who has a hobby of playing volleyball. In these two different contexts, I differentiate the way I communicate with other people, including the choice of vocabulary and sentence structure. When I am at work, I use more formal language and better sentence structure than when I am in a volleyball environment.

4. Reflecting on your own experience, can you give examples of cultural variations in gestures and facial expressions and tell us how you feel when someone behaves in ways that you do not expect?
Answer:
When I was pursuing my master degree in India, I had a difficult time interpreting the meaning of an Indian shake of the head. Before I got to know India, what I knew for shaking the head was a sign of disapproval but it turned out to be different in the Indian context. I was confused at first and had several times misinterpreted the response.

5. Please make a critical argument on how language use and gender identity/roles may differ in different cultural contexts.
Answer:
It is undeniable that some countries or cultures are still very concerned about identity differentiation, especially gender. This is an important issue that must be resolved because it is very contrary to the principle of justice. In addition, every human being should have the same equality and rights. With the existence of grouping based on gender, this actually weakens certain gender groups and strengthens the role of other groups. Of course, this can trigger violence, discrimination, and other unfair treatments. Humans are essentially the same. The state must have the courage to guarantee this equality. To be able to form a strong country, obviously, there needs to be strong unity and solidarity as well. So, how to build solidarity if there are still groupings? This is a challenge and also a barrier.







