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nicative English Language Skills 1.

nglish grammar that can greatly strengthen your academic

Passive Voice.
mmar and writing skills you developed so far

tures is essential for technical reporting and formal communication
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, News, and Academic)

erunds, Infinitives, and Impersonal)

void Passive Voice
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across various tenses.
sive correctly.
technical contexts (e.g., lab reports, etc,.).

he agent (the 'by' phrase).
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omponents of a sentence that we learnt so far. Every

en an object.

ntence.

d (V) the sewing machine (O).
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mar: What is it?

jon and its participants (the subject and object).

rms the action).

ected by the action?

ion.
ction (the former object moves into the subject position).
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e communicate daily.

rchers) is emphasized because they are the ones doing the action.
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+ Past Participle (+ by agent)

tion (e.g., the contract / the textile dye) moves to the front of the
‘to be” + the past participle of the main verb.

In a “by” phrase, or left out entirely. Passive voice changes focus
ed by the action.
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ho performed the action.

o last night. (We don't know who the burglars were.)

ly don't know who performed the action.

n into, we focus on the fact that the break-in happened. Since the
passive voice is the most logical choice.
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0 obvious it doesn't need mentioning.

resting.)

iIce when the agent is so obvious that mentioning them would be
arrested,” we don't need to say "by the police," because in our society,

0 make arrests. The passive voice keeps our communication concise.
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’?...cont’d

speed looms.

cess, not the specific worker.)

ortant for your studies in technology and production. When we
is made, the individual worker isn't the point.The process itself is. By
e keep the reader's attention on the manufacturing step. This is a

| writing.
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?...cont’d

reports and scientific papers to remain neutral.

jective/Scientific)

Ing. Science is about repeatable results, not about who performed
e chemicals," it sounds like a personal diary. But if you write "The
e a formal scientific record. This is why mastering the passive voice is

S.
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Present Simple am/is/are is made

Past Simple was/were was made




r 'are'. Example:
hirts" is plural, we use "are."

otice how the focus shifts from the factory to the

Participle
es 1,000 shirts daily.

produced daily by the factory.
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attern yesterday.
d yesterday by the designer.
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now by the tailors.

Ky. We have to maintain the "ing" feeling of the active sentence. To
ween the 'be' verb and the past participle. So, "are sewing" becomes

t the action is happening right at this moment.
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g tested.

Se "was being" or "were being." In the example above, "the new

as being tested." This describes an action that was in progress at a
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by the committee.

es, we introduce the word "been." For the Present Perfect,

| approved.” This tense is very useful for reporting that a task is
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fore the deadline.
éfore the deadline.

_n." This indicates an action that was completed before another

een finished" emphasizes the completion of the task before the
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roduct next month.
_d next month.

mation is quite simple. We use "will be" plus the past participle.
s "The new product will be launched." This is very common in

t planning.



1g by December.

pleted by December.

ctions that will be finished by a certain time in the future. We use

ple. While it sounds complex, it is actually quite common when
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Drill

odule. We need to transform these three sentences. For
past simple. So, what should the passive be? Notice the

6f the two sentences.

Voice:

iam Atnafe Beyene



niam Atnafe Beyene



Verbs

_Et) can be changed to passive voice.

was broken.)

, arrive, die, occur, sleep.

every verb can be made passive. Only "transitive" verbs—those that
ction—can be transformed. For example, you cannot make "The sun
object. You will never see "The sun was risen by the sky. " Verbs like '

s stay in the active voice.
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é-'by someone'?" The answer is no. In fact, in technical
the "by" phrase if the person doing the action is surprising or

. If the streets are cleaned, we don't care who specifically did it;

nt or unexpected.
student.”
n, unimportant, or obvious.

night.”
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ér might be trying to avoid taking direct blame a common tactic in
s, the focus is on the historical monument, and the specific names of

known. In the emergency room example, the urgency of the action is
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e employees a bonus,” the two objects are employees and bonus.
jéct can become the subject. “The employees were given a bonus”
ployees” are grammatically correct. The choice depends on which

Choose the one that highlights what you think is more important.
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oduction

ice to describe a manufacturing process.

ned in your module: garment production. When we explain
rker A" or "Worker B." We focus on the product. Over the next

e makes this description professional and clear.
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se material.
5iNg precision lasers.
are laid out and cut.

gescribes a standard, recurring process. Using "are cut”

Seriptionfocused on the precision of the manufacturing rather
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e"cuﬁng Process (Part 2)

r by industrial sewing machines.

| the garment is pressed.

Stiialsewing machines. Finally, buttons are attached and the

Hnology used is important. Remember that all of these sentences

esive, objective flow of information.
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passive voice. "The item is inspected." "If a flaw is found."
Seribe the rules and procedures of the factory. It sounds

the items and if we find a flaw, we send it back."
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e voice to describe the steps of a process in your field (e.g., IT,

er Passive Voice Structure: Object (becomes Subject) + “be” verb
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and Journalism

s reporting. Journalists often use it when they don't

ain neutral.

utrally or when the perpetrator is unknown.

crime itself. This is a very common structure in headlines.

police."
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Accident

ctive voice, the car is the focus. In the passive
cus. Depending on the story, the journalist wants

Ive voice to evoke more sympathy for the person

pédestrian.
hit by a speeding car.

)n puts the focus on the victim/survivor.
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ation

hospital."
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fi_ting

for your university career: academic writing. In your lab
ds" section, the passive voice is standard. It removes the
1e following these steps would get the same result. It is the

unication.

n the 'Materials and Methods' section of lab reports.

of the experiment.

ional tone.
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c_>_logy. ..cont'd

ve versions sound like a story about what “you” did. The

ct. In your future lab reports, always aim for the passive

)W to communicate as a professional scientist or engineer.

on to 100°C.
s heated to 100°C.
he reaction for 10 minutes.

was observed for 10 minutes.
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ery informal right now.
e;s,sionalize the Report
| stirred the mixture until the salt dissolved."
gedsihen; the mixture was stirred until the salt was dissolve”

scientific that sounds.
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getting the 'be' verb. If you say:
_rr_ect passive) it sounds like the report itself did the finishing!
esterday." (Correct passive)

was" or "is." Never forget the "be" verb: it is the bridge that makes

e 'be' verb, it's not passive!
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r ‘instead of the past participle.

ong Past Participle

s built." This requires you to have a good grasp of irregular verbs.
]

articiple) form.
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ve mistakes.
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even make gerunds passive. Instead of saying

: <-jon't like being laughed at." This is a very natural
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Participle
h the work.

finished.
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view

ge. Imagine you are writing a summary for a technical

passive voice. Remember to use the correct tenses:

gruel e tested it for six months. We finally achieved a
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Ice

't overdo it. If every single sentence you write is

ssive voice is longer and less direct.

or everything!; It can be wordy; it can be less engaging

vague writing.

ngagement; use passive for facts and processes. Use active

geience; and save the passive for the technical, objective parts
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member these key words. "Is/Are" for present, "Was
or perfect, and "Will be" for future. If you master these

assive transformation in English.

onsider the following:
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e passive voice?

r: Dr. Biniam Atnafe Beyene



Presenter: Dr. Biniam Atnafe Beyene



Ii's:h grammar. Longman.

01-). Writing: Grammar, usage, and style. Hungry
21993). Reflexive language: Reported speech and
b-ridge University Press.
grammar in use. Ernst Klett Sprachen.
2007). Essential grammar in use: Supplementary exercises

st Klett Sprachen.

Presenter: Dr. Biniam Atnafe Beyene



