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Welcome and Introduction

Hello everyone: welcome to our Sixth Lecture, focused on Writing Skills.

C Past Simple, to place events correctly:
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ced in the lecture:

define subjects precisely
_mie” — explain processes + history of discoveries
lal reporting — spot connections others may miss

r writers—they matter for scientists, engineers, and social
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tific phenomena
on research processes

demic writing
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clentists

_ tﬁey’re communicated

t_;observation — understanding and impact
s reach a wider audience

ng writing supports career growth in science

ion enables other scientists to repeat their work

rative helps people understand meaning and significance,
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nd precise
w importance / “feel”

d in words

ge for the reader
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iption uses complex noun phrases to pack information

to right)

: qualifying adjectives build a precise mental picture & impression
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cise, descriptive fact. It is much more useful than

ecific units to provide a clear, undeniable picture of the

ry," "really")

ppm")

riptive tools
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ilharzia

ow your module describes Bilharzia. It isn't just

S e" that causes "tissue damage" and "malfunctions of

ct on the human body, the writer convinces us of the

y sapping
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lls us what “happened”. In Unit |l of your module,
the story of its discovery. This is narration. It moves
1S a narrative—a beginning, a middle, and an end. While

e" (spatial/qualitative), narration focuses on the "when" and

*: the sequence of events, the concept of "Discovery" as a story,
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., Bilharzia parasite/spread)

oW-cost pesticide

n reports, look for the narrative arc in your work
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‘Narrative Lesson)

"almost by accident." This is a perfect narrative
arge number of dead snails." Notice the use of time

e noticed something strange (Skills I, p.23).

rested in a scientific report

ound..."

rogression
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ribi_ng the life cycle of the Bilharzia parasite, we
ach water; they hatch into an intermediate form; they
rder, the science becomes nonsense. Narrative structure

to follow.

, Next, Finally)

In scientific reporting

parasite
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arration

writing). Most academic writing needs both:
in how it was used (narration)

rance; then narrate how villagers use them as soap

narrating the action

erry while explaining how it is ground. together they help you
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e about your research might need a bit of subjective
ow the text on Dr. Lemma mentions that the results were

! 6rd, but it is backed up by objective data.
plication."
ee the infected children.”

mmunication
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e Past Tenses

n we narrate Dr. Lemma's discovery, we use the

t Continuous to set the scene: "He was walking along
ribe traditions that existed before he arrived: "Villagers

enses keep your story clear.
e found...")
S (e.g., "While he was surveying...")

ain events (e.g., "The villagers had used...")
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n and Process

owerful tool for descriptive and narrative writing. In a
object than the person. "The endod is applied along
s it; what matters is the “action” and the “substance”.

ce" and neutrality.

illagers grind the berries."

'Neutrality
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eports

e “approach”. Dr. Lemma’s solution was creative

] uller reflects this by calling Bilharzia an "insidious

e parasite sound like a villain in a story, which helps the

reative education

n" of the scientist
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ative Data

. When we say the infection dropped from 50%

( éécriptive data. It tells a story of improvement more

‘writing, always look for the data that "describes" your
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agraph
with a clear topic sentence. For example: "The

opia." The following sentences should provide the

th patterns. Finally, conclude by summarizing why this

technical details

the dominant impression
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oment (The discovery)

sequence
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1 vs. Connotation

 connotative meanings. In scientific writing, we stay
attract tourists" or "persuade policy makers," we might

hiopian landscape as "lush" or "beautiful" rather than just

(Emotional)
et audience

ous" connotations
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the streams of Adwa to the Stanford Research
] cations is a key part of the narrative. It shows the

cientific validation. When you narrate your research,

of science
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plicity

describes how the project uses "watering cans”

( s'éription is powerful because it shows that science

arrating this "low-tech" process is a way of showing the

roject
ills
control

r" in writing
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academic writing, we avoid "empty" adjectives.
: atistically significant" or "encouraging." Use adjective

ndant" to describe the snail population. These words

, debilitating, abundant)

a description
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ulations”

ture! This is what we call "speculation.” In Unit I,

if every village uses Endod?" We use the future tense

ercise that helps us set goals for our research.

ight and Foresight)
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\fery was a dream come true." That's a cliché.
| ﬁg-sought solution to a generational health crisis."

have thought deeply about your subject.

mon things
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Production

s narrative skills. You must describe each step
ing," the narrative fails. This "Process Narration" is

a factory or a research lab.

gs are made"
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omparison

compares the River Murray to the Mississippi, we

en we compare Endod to commercial pesticides, we

ontrast allows us to describe what makes our subject

Ississippi
cademic context

h contrast
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erbs

. Instead of saying the water level was "low," say

‘severity” of the change. In your narratives, choose

S is where your creativity as a writer comes in.

, plummeted (for narration)

ed" vs. "The water went down"

Presenter: Dr. Biniam Atnafe Beyene



of a test. You start with the "Idea" (1969 trial),
! n to the "Result" (preliminary survey in 1971). This

od was sound and your results are valid.

e in rates
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nd Metaphor

g i3i|harzia an "enemy," we give the research a
ind," we describe its importance through a powerful

riting memorable without sacrificing scientific accuracy.

The parasite)
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ion" is perfect. In a descriptive report about an

etter— it tells the reader what might happen if we

rom Module |
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jons are concise. Use one strong word instead
_ en. It is packed with information but doesn't waste

riptive and narrative while staying brief.

wn of Adwa and in various other places..."
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\/: "
View
uses a third-person perspective to talk about

‘tone. However, in your own lab journals, you migh

stent. Don't switch between "I" and "The researcher" in

(Objective report)

writing
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the description is both visual ("bush used as a
rgent"). A complete description should tell us not

the key to effective scientific writing.
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s is revision. Read your descriptive paragraphs
narratives—is the order of events logical? It is also

dback from a peer is the best way to see if your

Presenter: Dr. Biniam Atnafe Beyene



What Then/sequence

objectivity, sensory detail, spatial order chronology, plot, conflict — resolution

v'Description + Narration = one whole

v'Creativity adds impact — turns reports into a story of discovery

v'Synergy (description + narration + creativity) strengthens scientific writing

v'Writing is a life skill: advocacy, documenting indigenous knowledge, career communication

v Remember: You are the master of your destiny — your writing shapes your future
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rnings
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grammar. Longman.

Nriting: Grammar, usage, and style. Hungry

93). Reflexive language: Reported speech and
ge University Press.

mar in use. Ernst Klett Sprachen.

). Essential grammar in use: Supplementary exercises

lett Sprachen.
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