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"You have been using these words your whole life. Today is your chance to understand the rules behind
them."

Dr. Biniam Atnafe Beyene - biniwaatnafe@gmail.com
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Modals are everywhere in environmental writing:

Scientists WARN Governments RULE Experts ADVISE

"The climate might get worse." "Factories must reduce "Communities should recycle
emissions." waste."
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Pair / Small Group Speaking - 5 minutes

There is no single correct answer — use any words that feel natural to you.
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Group Discussion - 5 minutes
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can could may might must

shall should will would ought to

After reading, count how many you found and note what each one expresses.
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WHY THIS STORY?

Easter Island, 3,000 km off the coast of Chile,
was once home to a thriving population.

B Listen for natural use of must have, might have,

could have.
The population grew too quickly, exhausted

the island's resources, and the civilisation
collapsed. (Activity 3.10).

B Modals are doing real, urgent communicative

B It is the basis for our modal-perfect gap-fill

Giant statues remain — but no one knows
exactly how they were carved, moved, or why
the civilisation ended.

work here.
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Discuss with a partner - 6 minutes
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PART 1

Grammar Core

What modal verbs are, and the four rules that
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Modal verbs are helping verbs that express the MODE or MANNER of the action — ability,
possibility, probability, permission, obligation.

Same action — three very different messages. The modal carries the speaker's attitude.
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shall should will would can

could 1 ELY might must ought to

Don't worry — you already use most of these words every day.
The goal is confidence, not memorisation.
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can / could

may / might

will / would
shall / should
must / have to

ought to

Dr. Biniam Atnafe Beyene - biniwaatnafe@gmail.com

Ability, permission, possibility, requests

Possibility, permission, wishes

Future, certainty, habits, polite requests

Future (formal), advice, obligation

Strong obligation, necessity, prohibition

Advice, moral obligation

Communicative English Language Skills |l
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A modal verb does NOT change with the number or person of the subject.
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Modal + base form (no "to", no -s, no -ed, no -ing).
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Two modals conventionall
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In short answers, the main verb is understood from context and dropped.

Q: A
Q: A
Q: A
Q: A

This is one of the simplest ways to make your speech sound natural and fluent.
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cannot can't could not couldn't

will not won't would not wouldn't

should not shouldn't must not mustn't

might not mightn't may not (no contraction)

Watch out: "cannot” is one word; "won't" is irre
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X She must to submit her assignment.

X He should studied more.

X They might going to the market.

X We could helped them.

X She musts go now.
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PART 2

Functions - Obllga-

must - must not - have to - don't have to
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Reminder: must has no past form. For past obligation, use had to.

Dr. Biniam Atnafe Beyene - biniwaatnafe@gmail.com



LECTURE 10 - MODAL VERBS Communicative English Language Skills I

Quick drill: "At this university, students have to
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MUST HAVE TO

Internal feeling of duty. « External rule or requirement.

Speaker imposes the obligation. » Imposed by others or circumstances.

No past form (use had to). * Has all tense forms (have / had / will have to).

| must call my mother today. * | have to submit the form by Friday.

. « She had to wear a uniform at school.
We must act on climate change.
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mustn't = FORBIDDEN / NOT ALLOWED (not "not necessary")
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MUSTN'T - PROHIBITED DON'T HAVE TO - OPTIONAL
"You mustn't swim here." "You don't have to swim."
The pool gate is locked. No entry. The pool gate is open. You choose.
« Dangerous and not permitted.  Allowed but not necessary.
 Strict rule — penalty if broken. * No requirement — your decision.
* It is forbidden to do this. » Absence of obligation.

Common trap: mustn't # don't have fto.
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Pair Work - 6 minutes - Complete each blank with the best option.

: 1 must/have to - 2 must not - 3 don't have to - 4 must/have to - 5 must not - 6 doesn't have to - 7 must

Dr. Biniam Atnafe Beyene - biniwaatnafe@gmail.com
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Functions - Possibi

How sure am I? - may - might - could - must - ¢
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100% ~90% ~40% ~30% 0%
must / will should might could can't
near-certain probable less certain remote chance impossible

She must be at the office. - The results should be ready. - It may rain.
It might snow. - Things could improve. She can't be home.
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MAY MIGHT COULD

They could go out to dinner again.

The climate might get worse. With better policy, the region could

She may be available Friday. She might be late — there is become sustainable. The statues
The floods may get worse. heavy traffic. could hgve been built over
Climate change may affect Scientists say the island generations.

food production. might have been bigger.
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Use must when you are almost sure based on evidence.

Evidence — Conclusion — must
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Can't is the opposite of must for deduction — impossible based on evidence.

Pair Task - Make your own pairs: "She MUST be " | "She CAN'T be -
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FORM: modal + have + past participle

high certainty

possible

low / remote possibility

past advice / regret

impossibility

Dr. Biniam Atnafe Beyene - biniwaatnafe@gmail.com
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Individual / Pair - 7 minutes - Use the word bank to complete the passage.

WORD BANK

may have landed may have discovered the island must have used up all the food

might have been gods could have been part can't have been easy

must not have landed might have done this should have done this
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Individual - 6 minutes - Fill the gaps with the right modal phrase.

WORD BANK .
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PART 4

Advice, Permission,
Requests, Promises, Wishes

The social side of modal verbs.
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SHOULD

OUGHT TO

_ e Stronger sense of moral / proper behaviour.
e Most common modal for advice and recom

mendations. * You ought to see a doctor about that cough.

 You should wear a helmet on a motorbike. » Factories ought to reduce their emissions.

_ o » Students ought to respect their teachers.
» Students should review notes within 24 hours.

» Governments should invest in renewable energy.

Dr. Biniam Atnafe Beyene - biniwaatnafe@gmail.com
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MAY Official settings; speaking to authority.
May | come in?

C AN Everyday speech with peers.

Can | borrow your notes?

Soft and respectful — works in most

COU LD contexts.

Could | use your pen, please?

Dr. Biniam Atnafe Beyene - biniwaatnafe@gmail.com
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Can you help me?

Could you help me, please?

Would you please send me the document?

Would you mind opening the window?

Dr. Biniam Atnafe Beyene - biniwaatnafe@gmail.com 40/ 50
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WISHES - may
PROMISES - will / shall  May you have a long life!

| will mail you my address. May you succeed in all your endeavours.

« May the rains end the drought this season.

| will be there at 8 — | promise. _ _ _
« May this generation protect our environment.

We shall provide all necessary support. A formal, hopeful, sometimes literary use of may.

| will help you prepare for the exam.

Activity: Write one promise: "By the end of this
semester, | will .
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Individual / Pair - 8 minutes - Match each modal-verb sentence to its function.

advice, suggestion, certainty, capacity, rational probability, possibility, polite request,
low probability, permission, obligation
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T E==—=———————————=———=—=—=—=—=—=—=—=====,

Modal Function Example Note

must not Prohibition You must not talk in the library. Forbidden, not optional

don't have to No obligation You don't have to attend. Optional

can Ability / informal permission Can | borrow your pen? Everyday register
may SPr(])SSIbIIIty / formal permission / wi It may rain. / May | come in? I

will / shall Future / promise / certainty I will call you. Most common future

must / can't Logical certainty / impossibility She must be working. / She can't be home. Deduction
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Modals do NOT add -s, -ed, or -ing.

She must - not She musts

Modals are ALWAYS followed by the base form.
She should go - not She should going

Modals can stand ALONE in short responses.

Will you come? — [ will.

Modals form negatives with NOT — many contract.

cannot/can't - will not / won't

Dr. Biniam Atnafe Beyene - biniwaatnafe@gmail.com 44 /50
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. Circle items you want to revisit.
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Partner Debate - 10 minutes - Use modals to argue for or against each statement.

Try: must - should - might - could - will - won't — and support your point with evidence.
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Group Discussion - 12 minutes - Discuss causes and propose solutions using modals.

Ozone Depletion ElElEE Efiiect <5 eltotel Desertification Deforestation
Warming

Loss of Biodiversity Disposal of Wastes Acid Rain Overfishing

Urban Sprawl Water Pollution Population Growth

Frame vyour solutions with: governments must - communitie

should - individuals could - if we don't act, we might...
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Individual Writing - 8 minutes - Write one sentence per modal on the theme of environmental
protection.

must must not should ought to may
might could can't will would
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"By the end of this semester, | will ." - Make your own promise tonight.

Dr. Biniam Atnafe Beyene - biniwaatnafe@gmail.com



Thank You

Questions, ideas, and reflections are warmly welcomed.

CONTACT

biniwaatnafe@gmail.com - Office Hours: Mon, Wed, Fri mornings
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