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Lecture 13 - Reported Speech



By the ebd of this lecture, students will be able to:

tions and commands

e speaker's meaning




Yesterday your friend said: "I am tired and | will not come to class tomorrow."

How would you tell ME what your friend said — without quoting them word-for-word?




Reporting = passing on a message - keeping it true to the original speaker.




DIRECT SPEECH

The speaker's exact words.
Marked with quotation marks “..."
Example:

Maria said, "It was the perfect ending to
two weeks in Dubal.”

A re-telling of what was said.

No quotation marks - usually with that

Example:
Maria said that it had been the perfect
ending to two weeks in Dubai.




Notice: punctuation, capital letters inside quotes, and the position of the reporting verb.

Note: Punctuation rules: comma before the openina auote, caapital letter at the start of the quoted
sentence, closing punctuation inside the quotation marks.




Notice: no quotation marks - tense moves back - pronouns change - that' or a wh- word links

the clauses.




Direct Speech

hether | liked coffee.

d me to close the door.




anges can change meaning!
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REPORTING ACCURACY

The act of re-telling what The grammatical form Keeping the speaker's

someone said. used to report — no meaning true and
quotes, with backshift. complete.

Reporting is the WHAT, indirect speech is the HOW,
accuracy is the WHY.
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ai was fascinating.”
 has a fear of heights."

y shopping centers in Dubai."
cond-story balcony..."

vo weeks in Dubai."
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Most common: say, tell, ask
Stronger / more specific: explain, reply, suggest, promise, advise, warn, complain, admit,
deny, agree, refuse, wonder, want to know, inquire




SAY

 that he was tired.




REPORTING CLAUSE

She said / He told me / They asked

always safe to include.




Hint: look for sentences like 'Dad says that..." and 'He says he...’




Notice: 'says' (present) is used because Mark is reporting Dad in real time. The reported clause
keeps a similar tense.

Note: when the reporting verb is present (says), the reported clause does NOT backshift. Backshift mainl
applies after a past reporting verb.




1. TENSE Verbs usually move one step into the past

2. PRONOUNS |/welyou shift to he/she/they/!

3. TIME WORDS now — then, today — that day, tomorrow — the next day

4. PLACE WORDS here — there, this — that

Note: These four areas are the structural heart of reported speech.




When the reporting verb is in the PAST, the verb in the reported clause
moves ONE STEP back in time.
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Direct Speech

- t-— he had worked

rfect — he had worked




Direct

| (:no change)

Note: ought to does NOT change further.
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Pronouns shift to fit the new speaker and listener.

In the speaker's words




d she would help me.
They said they had finished their work.
d her that she looked great.
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Direct

the following day

' before / the previous day




bought that the day before.
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.) or TELL someone (that...

at she was studying English.
ld us that he had finished his work.
at it had been perfect.




Use ASK + IF / WHETHER - use statement word order - no question mark.

Note that reported questions use STATEMENT order.




| was flying soon.

ether he might help me.
if | had set my alarm clock.
ow whether Prague was the capital.
_tﬁer | wanted it.

These come straight from Activity 4.9 in the module.



Keep the wh- word (what, where, when, why, who, how) - use statement word

order - no question mark.




to know where | had lived.
He was curious to know why | was reading that

Peter asked me whether | would rather dance.
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Use TELL / ORDER / ASK + person + TO-infinitive (negative: NOT TO)




SS the salt.
varned us not to touch the wires.
0e quiet.
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These specific reportina verbs make writing more precise and accurate. Choosing the right verb is

itself a form of accuracy.




Accuracy first: if changing the tense would make the sentence false, leave it.




between friends.

nged each sentence
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1at | would choose. He wanted to know whether

1elp me, and another friend asked whether | had set
ague was the capital. Peter asked me whether | would
1g | had been standing there. She wondered what | did,
] to know where | had lived, and he was curious to know
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Example: "Hey, the tail is neat,” Rahel said. — Rahel said that the tail was neat.

This is a bridge into the bigger Activity 4.11.



"Betru asked Tedla ..."

Use various reporting verbs: asked, replied, explained, suggested, agreed.




4.11 - Sample Answe




eir exact words

'ONE (warned, suggested, complained...)
message stays TRUE
ot give
2rs, names, conditions)

Faithful reporting = correct grammar + honest meaning.

Accuracy is not mechanical — it's an ethical and academic responsibility.
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ported form
reporting verb
stions ("He asked where was I')
He told that...")
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5 In the next slide
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Listener checks: Did the report stay accurate? Were the tenses, pronouns and time words correct?
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statement order
atement order
OT TO + verb

0 the speaker's meaning true
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Thank You

Questions, ideas, and reflections are warmly welcomed.

CONTACT

biniwaatnafe@gmail.com - Office Hours: Mon, Wed, Fri mornings
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