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LECTURE 15 « RELATIVE CLAUSES

This is a arammar-focused lecture but it directly serves their speaking and writing. The textbook companion is
Unit 5 (Cultural Heritage) where the grammar appears.




LECTURE 15 « RELATIVE CLAUSES

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:

at, whose, where, when, why correctly.
clauses.

precision to academic writing.

Grammar Focus



LECTURE 15 « RELATIVE CLAUSES

Without relative clauses

| have a friend.

He lives in Addis Ababa.
He studies medicine.
He won a scholarship.

— Choppy. Repetitive. Childish.

With relative clauses

| have a friend who lives in Addis Ababa,
where he studies medicine, and

who recently won a scholarship.

— Smooth. Mature. Academic.
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Sentence Expansion Precision

B Adding extra information to a noun. B Specifying which person or thing.

B Linking ideas without new sentences. B Removing ambiguity from writing.

B Building longer, balanced sentences. B Selecting the exact relative pronoun.
B Avoiding repetition of nouns. B Punctuating to signal meaning.
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1. Warm-up & dialogue 2. Clauses revisited 3. Relative pronouns

4. Defining clauses 5. Non-defining clauses 6. Combining sentences

7. Precision & punctuation 8. Practice activities 9. Recap & writing task
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In pairs, read the dialogue and underline the relative clauses. K! Welcome back! How was the trip? B: |

t to me on the plane.A: Oh, really? What
e. He was in love with my friend whom he met

Grammar Focus
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Grammar Focus
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Independent Dependent (Relative)

B Has subject + verb. B Has subject + verb.

Expresses a complete thought. Begins with a relative pronoun.
Stands alone. Cannot stand alone.

"The girl smiled." "...who smiled at me."
"Heritage is the past made present." "...which is anything we value."
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oun in the main clause.
m, which, that, whose, where, when, why.

Example: sses the exam.

Grammar Focus
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Compare:

Grammar Focus




LECTURE 15 « RELATIVE CLAUSES

Pronoun

Used For
people (subject)
people (object) — formal
things / animals
people or things (defining)
possession
place
time

reason

The girl who called me.
The friend whom | met.
The book which | read.
The car that broke down.

The boy whose pen is lost.

The town where | was born.

The day when we met.

The reason why she left.

Example
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who

for people (subject)

Replaces a person doing the action.

Grammar Focus

ct)

Examples

The teacher who explains clearly is loved by students.
Anyone who is interested should sign up.
Those who arrive late will miss the test.
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Examples
* The friend whom | met yesterday is a doctor.
 The candidate whom we selected has accepted.

Wh O m « To whom it may concern — formal letter opening.

Whom is formal. In speech "who" is common, but academic
writing prefers "whom" for objects.

for people (object) — formal

Used as the object; replaces him/her/them.

Grammar Focus
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Examples
* The book which | bought is excellent.
« His car, which cost 20,000 pounds, is broken.

Wh iCh « Bins in which waste paper is collected.

for things and animals Which is for thinas. In non-defining clauses we always
use which, never that.

For non-human nouns; can be defining or non-defining.

Grammar Focus



lefining only)

xamples

“« The picture that cost two pounds is mine.
 The student that won the prize is humble.
th at » Children that are born first are often firstborns.

for people or things (defining only) That is informal-friendly. Cannot follow a comma. Cannot
be used in non-defining clauses.

Common in defining clauses. Never after a comma.

Grammar Focus
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Examples
« The boy whose pen is lost is crying.
« A boss whose authority is absolute.

Wh oseée » The artist whose name | forgot was prolific.

for possession

Shows ownership; works for people, animals, things.

Whose = of whom / of which. Useful for compressed possession.

Grammar Focus
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amples
- This is the restaurant where you can find world cuisine.
The town where | was born is small.

Lalibela is the place where the rock churches stand.
where

for places

Replaces "in / at / to which" for locations.

Where = in which. Strongly tied to physical or abstract location.

Grammar Focus
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_T-he moment when | found the results was awful.
- The Bronze Age was a period when the climate was warmer.

when .

for time

The day when we graduated was unforgettable.

Replaces "in / on / at which" for moments.

When refers to a moment, day, era, or period.

Grammar Focus
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Examples
| want to know the reason why you left.

The reason why most of us change is to adapt.

Tell me the reason why this happened.

why
for reason

Almost always follows the noun "reason”.

Why is restricted. Always after "the reason".

Grammar Focus
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Fill in: who, which, whose, where, when, why

hose are eager to join the class
,  was prolific.4. The Bronze Age was a
e reason you decided not to join us.

Grammar Focus
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Grammar Focus
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Examples

Defining = identifying. Without it, we don't know which girl, which picture.

Grammar Focus
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Identifying People Identifying Things

B The man who lives next door is friendly. B The shirt that | bought is blue.
B ADboss whose style is harsh is hard to work with. B Bins in which paper is recycled.
B Anyone who arrives late waits outside. B A website that is accessible helps everyone.

Notice no commas anywhere.
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In informal English, the relative pronoun can be dropped if it is the OBJECT of the clause.

 This Iis the shirt that | bought.
» This is the shirt | bought. v
 The qgirl who | like isn’t here.

e The qirl | like isn’t here. v/

Never drop the pronoun if it is the SUBJECT of the clause.
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as in defining)
> |ate.
v/ The girl who came late.

Remeber: The double-subject error is very common. Take care of that.

Grammar Focus
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Underline the better pronoun (Activity 5.5): / anyone which / who can repair burns on

cause the worst problems.3. Address the
erson in this hall who / whose ticket has won.5.
-poor gap was larger.6. You can put the photo

Grammar Focus
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Examples

Non-defining clauses are like a parenthesis: pause-able, removable, descriptive.

Grammar Focus
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Note that removing the clause keeps the sentence grammatical and meaningful — that is the test fo

non-defining.
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Feature Defining Non-Defining

Adds extra info

Yes

Yes

No

No

This is the single most useful summary table.

Grammar Focus
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“who lives in Dubai is rich. (I have
ich. (I have one brother — extra info.)
Same words. Different commas. Different meaning.

Note that English uses commas to encode meaning, not just rhythm.

Grammar Focus
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2 story rather than describe. < | gave the
> the salt, which fell on the floor. Notice how
action forward.

Useful in narrative writing and storytelling.

Grammar Focus
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student who studied daily passed the exam.+ whose:
am.+ that: The student that arrived early passed the
en she least expected it.+ where: The student passed

Grammar Focus
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(  Elias loves movies. + There is
will Watch the new film that is playing tonight.

Activity 2.11 from module. Three-step recipe. Practice next slide.

Grammar Focus
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groups of three, combine each pair using a relative clause:

¢ is on the table. | bought the book
day.

Share with the class. Discuss commas.
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more, no less. Relative clauses give

Precision is a hallmark of academic writing.

Grammar Focus
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Vague Precise

B The teacher told the boy he was wrong. B The teacher who marked the test told the boy who failed
B A heritage is something old. that he was wrong.

B | bought a phone. It was expensive. B Heritage is anything that previous generations valued.
B Bring the file. It is important. B | bought the phone whose camera | had been admiring.
B Bring the file that contains the budget.

Each "before" sentence is ambiguous. Each "after" pinpoints the exact noun. NB. Relative clauses are surgical
instruments for clarity.



n (from the module)

‘mythology, are popular in films.2. Anyone s
Creating a website _ is accessible to

_most of us change is to adapt to life.5.

\ as prolific.6. Los Angeles, __is one of the most visited

Grammar Focus
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* after a comma.

Grammar Focus
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e the worst problems.

Note difference between which and what (what is not a relative pronoun for a known noun).
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Complete with who, whom, that, or whose:

helps us understand colleagues.Do you have a

are firstborn often dominate.A creative

have many siblings learn to share.Youngest children

cial.There are factors (6) shape personality

Grammar Focus
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Tone (formal vs informal) decides "whom" vs "who". They are acceptable alternatives

Grammar Focus
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Fill the gaps with suitable relative pronouns:

this is a sacrifice.Alicia Keys, (2) has 2.5
sned on 1 December, (3) is World AIDS

disease () has killed millions.The fans, (6)

lion dollars.

Answers: 1whose 2who 3 which 4 when 5wl

Grammar Focus
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is my uncle X).

Note that these six errors cover most of the marks lost in essays.

Grammar Focus
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gs — it sounds natural.

till make sense without it? Then add commas.
s help avoid choppy writing.

an unnatural pause where commas may belong.

Grammar Focus
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Function

Defining: identifies — no commas.
Non-defining: extra info — commas.

Form
B Subject + verb + relative pronoun.

B Pronouns: who, whom, which, that, whose, where, when, why.

L

]
B Always sits next to its noun. B Connective: continues the story.
L

Tools for expansion & precision.

Submit at the start of next class. Be ready to share with your group.



Instructions: Complete the following tasks. Each carries 2 marks. Write your answers clearly and
check pronoun choice, punctuation, and clause type.




You are the master of your destiny.

Take ownership of your knowledge — or it will be left behind.

Thank You

Questions, ideas, and reflections are warmly welcomed.

CONTACT

biniwaatnafe@gmail.com - Office Hours: Mon, Wed, Fri mornings
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